WISH 70U WERE HERE

Austin American-Statesman, Jan. 11, 2009
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From baft. Scott Klipped, Jackie Rixen, Barbara Horan and Carolyn and Richard Pena visited Egypt
a3 part of the Paople m People Citizen Ambassador Programs,

ON AMBASSADOR PROGRAM TRIP TO EGYPT,
EQUAL PARTS LEARNING AND TEACHING

From Richard Pena of Austin.

Most Americans will-never havé ihe
privilage of pxporieicing the infoece our
covtntry hias vpion people and léaders around
the warld, Never before gid | realize the
profound importance of the United States
L] Mphwmﬂltamﬁwmt §

arrived in Calra on Now 4, the whmvurm :

Election Day.

This was my 11th travél Las s
leader with People to People Citizen Ambas-
sador Programs {www, peopletopecple.com),
mﬁnlmmmdlzw profeesionals to dis-
cover naw cultures syl to legrn and explore
hogal gystema in othar cotntries This time,
1 1t g gronp of 25 1o Egypt to leacn ibagt
Egvpiian law, meat with Epyplian state of
firials and experience the rich history of &
civilization 5,000 yeirs old:

In Cairo, our group diseovired aneisnt
ngd:lnnuth"nctn&tfhu Egyptian Masaum
and gazed fn awe al the ancient pyramids,
‘iﬁ:w'ﬁbmmndﬂ& where we visited

+ “the Alexandria National Moseum and steod
ol the of the catacombs of Kom
El H-hugﬂk, the largest Roman barial site

,,ﬁ.g_ anciont monument in Alex-
ETriR, wat, throughout this discovery,

Mcuxﬂ-lln’t help bl feel that we weran't so

mih thnnpeﬂ B:;I-inﬁngﬁﬂiﬂunmhmg
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For the Egyptian people, we represented
America. Thiry were hungry to spoak with
115 af bength about the outcome of the 1RS,
alction and ware full of hope about whiat
{hE comiing presidency might mean for thelr
naEtion sud the world
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grptian Center for Women's Rights,
&ﬁ?mmmunlmdthat:ﬂpthn
rrbily, While we spoke abort
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thatopic of Hee U.S. electlon continually wis
paisid. The Egyptian people were Fascinated
with thie narng in our political process; the
promise af more open communication and
new policies and excited about the potential
that the election af e frst Afrlecan Ameri-
can president might mean in terms of overall

. pegrapion for the rest of the world,

Regardless of politlcal balisfs or parsonal
opinicns, gveryone from my grovp left Egypl
with a desper nndarstanding of how closely
the world pays attention to what tikes place
inthe 115, and the impeet wieean all make
when we it dewm ohe-on-one and exchange
ideas with pooph in other couniries.

Py Tag pract el hemimuartened n-Austin, with
branches n Chicage and MeaSen He is prasident of the
Airer|can Bir Foundation, and past precident of the Tra-
wis Counky Bar Association and-the Stabe Bar of Temas.
This yose. he bs traveing io India and smal,



